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MOBILE PHONES & ELECTRONIC DEVICES
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2007
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2007
Related Policies:
The use of mobile phones, pagers, walkmans and similar devices in class is disruptive to the learning environment of all students and is not permitted at Gilmore Primary School.

Students bringing these devices to school are required to hand them in at the front office when they arrive at school. The phone will be locked for safe keeping in the school safe during the day and students will be able to collect them as they leave for home.
· Students wishing to use these devices in special circumstances should negotiate arrangements with school staff.

· Students and parents must be aware that no liability will be accepted by Gilmore Primary School in the event of the loss, theft or damage of any device unless it can be established that the loss, theft or damage resulted from the school’s negligence.

· There are times when it is genuinely appropriate for students to have access to a phone. Students may, for example, need to contact parents in emergencies or to confirm or change a collection time after school. Students have always been able to contact parents through the front office staff should the need arise. Mobile phone use at school is not permitted.

· Parents / carers are asked not to call students on mobile phones at school. Messages that need to get to a student during class time should be directed to the front office staff and a message will be taken to the student.

· Students should only use their mobile phone before or after school. They are not to be used in school in classrooms, playground or the toilet area.

· Appropriate action will be taken against students who photograph or film other individuals without their consent or who send harassing or threatening text or other messages.

· If a student produces or uses a mobile phone, pager, walkman or similar device in class they will be instructed by a staff member to hand over the device so that it can be taken to the front office for safe keeping in the school safe.
Parents will be required to collect the device. They will not be handed back to the student.

LIABILITY FOR THE LOSS, DAMAGE OR THEFT OF STUDENT’S PERSONAL PROPERTY AT GILMORE PRIMARY SCHOOL

The school cannot generally be held responsible for the intervening acts of third parties that occur to lead to the loss, damage or theft of student’s personal property. 

Parents /carers and students are advised that schools do not provide private insurance cover to automatically compensate for the loss, damage or theft of personal property and nor will they be legally liable for their loss.

School staff is under no obligation to take responsibility for students’ personal property. However, where such a responsibility is taken, staff will ensure that valuable items are kept in an appropriately secure location that has limited access.

No responsibility will be accepted for property inadvertently left on school premises.

Parents / carers and students are reminded:

· To avoid bringing valuable property to school;

· To take steps to insure all valuable items;

· That valuable items are bought to school at the personal risk of the owner and that schools decline any responsibility for the damage, loss or theft of students’ personal property; and

· To report any suspicious activity to school staff.
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